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MISSOULA-A scientist who made a major contribution to improving nutrition in many
parts of the world will be awarded the honorary doctor of science degree by the
University of Montana at commencement exercises Sunday, June 10, at 2 p. m. in
the Harry Adams Field House.
The degree will be bestowed upon Dr. Edwin T. Mertz, professor emeritus of
biochemistry, Purdue University.
Dr. Mertz, a native of Missoula, received a bachelor's degree in chemistry
and mathematics from the UM in 1931.

He earned M .S. and Ph. D. degrees in

biochemistry at the University of Illinois in 1933 and 1935, respectively.
He served on the Purdue University biochemistry faculty from 1946 until his
retirement in 1976.

Previously, he had been a research biochemist for private

industry and had been associated as a teacher or a researcher with the Universities
of Illinois, Missouri, and Iowa.
Dr. Mertz1 research in the areas of protein quality and blood clotting resulted
in major advances in both areas.

His most significant contribution was the develop

ment of a strain of corn with a relatively high content of the amino acid lysine.
This has made corn protein capable of meeting human nutritional requirements and has
led to improved nutrition in many regions of the world.
He is the author of more than 110 research articles and of two textbooks.

His

many awards include membership in the National Academy of Sciences, the Hoblitzell
National Award in Agricultural Science, the John Scott Medal, the Congressional
-over-
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Medal of Federal Land Banks, the Spencer Award of the American Chemical Society,
the Osborne-Mendel Award of the American Institute of Nutrition, and the
Distinguished Service Award of the UM Alumni Association.

